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NYS record for smallmouth bass broken by 8.6-pound catch on Cayuga Lake

Finger Lakes bass is second state record established this year

New York State Department
of Environmental Conservation
Commissioner Basil Seggos re-
cently announced a new state
record for smallmouth bass was
set June 15, opening day for bass
harvest season. Thomas Russell
Jr. of Albion reeled in an 8-pound,
6-ounce smallmouth bass from
Cayuga Lake, Seneca County. Rus-
sell’s bass surpassed the previous
record by two ounces, a tie be-
tween fish caught on Lake Erie in
1995, and in the St. Lawrence River
in 2016.

“Smallmouth bass are one of
New York’s most popular fresh-
water sportfish, and it's exciting

to share the great news of Mr.
Russell’s record-breaking catch,”
Seggos said. “New York’s Finger
Lakes are truly an angler’s para-
dise, providing exceptional fishing
opportunities for a variety of sport-
fish.”

DEC noted, “Pound for pound,
smallmouth bass are considered
one of the hardest-fighting fresh-
water fish in New York. When
hooked, they will often leap acro-
batically out of the water, making
them a highly desirable sportfish
for anglers to target. They can be
found across the state in cooler
lakes, rivers and creeks in rocky/
gravelly areas. For more informa-

tion on where to find smallmouth
bass, visit DEC’s ‘Places to Fish’
and ‘Warmwater Fishing’” webpag-
es.”

Russell submitted details of his
winning catch as part of DEC’s
Angler Achievement Awards pro-
gram, which keeps track of state
record fish. Through this pro-
gram, anglers can enter freshwater
fish that meet specific qualifying
criteria and receive official recog-
nition of their catch and an embroi-
dered patch commemorating their
achievement. The three categories
that make up the program are:
Catch and Release, Annual Award
and State Record.

For more about the Angler
Achievement Awards Program,
including an application form, visit
DEC’s website at https://www.
dec.ny.gov/outdoor/7727.html; or
call call 518402-8891 or email fw-
fish@dec.ny.gov.

This is the second state re-
cord set this year. On May 8, the
record for channel catfish was
broken when Bailey Williams of
Watertown reeled in a 35-pound,
12-ounce channel catfish from the
Black River in Jefferson County.

Thomas Russell submitted this photo
of his record-setting catch.

DCP & State Parks remind New Yorkers about importance of water safety

Submitted by New York State
Division of Consumer Protection

The New York State Division of
Consumer Protection and the Of-
fice of Parks, Recreation and His-
toric Preservation remind parents
and guardians of the importance
of year-round water safety. As the
hot weather sets in, many families
head to swimming pools, beaches
and lakes, but it is imperative to
pay special attention to these safe-
ty tips to prevent accidents.

The Division of Consumer
Protection is encouraging par-
ents to enroll their children in
swimming lessons, as even the
most basic swimming skills can

help keep a child safe in the wa-
ter. In addition, recent data from
the U.S. Swimming Foundation
shows that children in some com-
munities continue to have no or
disproportionally low swimming
ability. Many municipal pools and
community centers offer free or
low-cost swimming lessons, and
everyone is encouraged to learn
how to swim.

Lifeguards are vital in protect-
ing millions of swimmers at New
York state park beaches and pools
each year. Gov. Kathy Hochul an-
nounced a pay increase for state
park lifeguards, which is help-
ing address lifeguard shortages
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to protect New Yorkers enjoying
summer by the water, and to en-
sure the parks remain open and
safe.

“As the summer heat arrives,
the first thing that comes to mind
for many families is to cool off by
the water, but we must be cau-
tious for our children’s safety,”
said New York State Secretary of
State Robert J. Rodriguez, who
oversees the New York Division
of Consumer Protection. “Vigi-
lant adult supervision is critical
to safeguard children when they
are near the water, and especially
in unattended areas. Basic swim-
ming lessons can save lives, and
I urge all New Yorkers to follow
these recommendations to en-
sure summertime is safe and fun
for all.”

e Safety tips for all bodies of wa-
ter:

v Adult supervision. This is
the No. 1 way to prevent drown-
ing. Never leave a child unat-
tended in or near water, and al-
ways designate a water watcher.
This person should not be read-
ing, texting, using a smartphone,
drinking alcoholic beverages, or
otherwise distracted.

v Choose bright colors. Stud-
ies show the color of one’s bathing
suit can make a difference in vis-
ibility. Consider the color of your
child’s swimsuit before heading
to a pool, beach or lake. For light-
bottomed pools, neon pink and
neon orange tend to be the most
visible. For lakes and dark-bot-

of help. While we tend to think
that swimmers in trouble will be
waving their hands and making
lots of noise, this may not always
be the case. Watch out for people
whose heads are low in the water
(mouth submerged) or tilted back
with mouth open, eyes closed or
unable to focus, legs vertical in
the water, or who are trying to
swim but not making progress.

v Swimming lessons. Mul-
tiple studies show swimming les-
sons prevent drowning. Learn
how to swim and teach your child
how to swim.

\ Learn CPR. Every second
counts, and CPR can help in an
emergency.

¢ Open water safety:

\ Wear life jackets. Put life
jackets on kids anytime they are
on a boat or participating in other
open water recreational activities.
Personal flotation devices should
always be used for -children
who do not know how to swim.
New Yok state law requires that
children under 12 wear a Coast
Guard-approved life vest on a boat
or water vessel. For more infor-
mation on proper life jackets, go
to the United States Coast Guard
site.

\ Choose a spot on the beach
close to a lifeguard, and swim
only when a lifeguard is on duty.

Watch for warning flags
- and know what they mean.
Green flags usually mark desig-
nated swimming areas — be sure
to swim between the green flags.
Yellow flags may denote a surfing
beach or an advisory. Red flags
indicate a danger or hazard, and
no one should swim when they

tomed pools, neon orange, neon
green and neon yellow tend to be
the most visible.
v Identify swimmers in need
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are shown. Flag designations may
vary so be sure to understand the
color coding before you dive in.

v Watch out for rip currents.
Rip currents are powerful cur-
rents moving away from shore.
They tend to form near a shallow
point in the water, such as a sand-
bar, or close to jetties and piers,
and can happen at any beach with
breaking waves, including the
Great Lakes! They are the No. 1
hazard for beachgoers and can
pull even the strongest swimmers
out to sea. If you are caught in a
rip current, try to remain calm
and don’t fight it. Swim parallel to
the shore until you are out of the
current, and float or tread water if
you begin to tire. More from the
National Weather Service, “Break
the Grip of the Rip!”

v Beware of large waves and
strong surf. Ocean swimming
is different from swimming in a
calm pool or lake. Large waves
can easily knock over an adult. Be
prepared for strong surf as well as
sudden drop-offs near the shore.

e Pool safety:

v Put up barriers. Install ap-
propriate safety barriers around
in-home pools and spas. This in-
cludes fences, gates, door alarms
and covers.

v Pool alarms. Install a pool
alarm to detect and provide notifi-
cation of unattended pool access.

v Small pools. Drain and put
away smaller portable pools when
not in use.

v Cover drains. Keep children
away from pool drains, pipes and
other openings to avoid them get-
ting stuck. Children’s hair, limbs,
jewelry or bathing suits can get
stuck in a drain or suction open-
ing. Also, ensure any pool and
spa you use has drain covers that
comply with federal safety stan-
dards, which include drain shape,
drain cover size, and rate of water
flow.

The Gate of Five I\Eations

The original Gate of Five
Nations was built by the
French in 1756.
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